
 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

New Local School 
State Grant inspires new school initiative focused  

on project-based learning and career paths 
Click here to download high-resolution photos and video. 

 
SOUTH BEND, Indiana (December 5, 2022) – The Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County (BGCSJC) and 
Success Academy of South Bend have announced the opening of a new K-5 education model called The 
Success Academy at Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County. The new school will be located in the 
headquarters of the Boys & Girls Clubs at 502 East Sample Street in South Bend. 

The new school, serving 150 children, will open in the fall of 2023. Local students can enroll for the 
2023-2024 school year starting January 2023. The partnership came as a result of the collaboration from 
Indiana Department of Education’s Explore, Engage, Experience grant aimed to bring new work-based 
programming and learning opportunities to local students.  

“Boys & Girls Clubs runs a national model for after-school programming,” said Jacqueline Kronk, Chief 
Executive Officer at Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County. “We work closely with five districts all 
across the county at 23 locations. However, our main building in St. Joseph County is underutilized 
during the day. Success Academy’s goals are similar to ours when it comes to exposing kids to career 
pathways earlier in their academic careers. This partnership enables us to not only get maximum use of 
our flagship site before school, but also allows a unique experiential learning program during the day, 
and increases our capacity to serve more kids after school. We are thrilled to bring this level of support 
to our community.” 

Success Academy and Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County will co-teach students using curricula 
emphasizing project-based learning and STEM. The co-teaching model, which will pair Youth 
Development Professionals with Certified Teachers, will create a more robust learning environment and 
hopes to inspire a pipeline of new teachers for the future.   

“Our faculty will work directly with Boys & Girls Clubs staff to provide students an educational 
experience that is challenging and inclusive, with opportunities to grow through real-world 
experiences,” said Jeremy Lugbill, Superintendent of Career & Success Academies. “Students in this 
program will attend classes 4 days a week and spend a 5th day immersed in real-world settings with local 
companies and organizations where they can experience future careers firsthand. It’s all about exposure 
and giving our kids a voice in their future.” 



“It’s an exciting day for the Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County. One of the things they’ve been 
focused on for a long time that we need more of in our community is a focused effort on helping our 
children develop career paths. So often in our society, kids don’t start thinking about what they want to 
do with their lives from a career perspective until after they’re out of school. And what this program will 
allow is for children to think about that at an even younger age and to enter the workforce better 
prepared to do what they want to do for the rest of their lives,” said Congressman Rudy Yakym III.  

Indiana Department of Education’s Explore, Engage and Experience grant, which focuses on expanding 
students’ access to pathways that lead to high-paying and high-demand careers, will provide additional 
opportunities for students enrolled at Success Academy at Boys & Girls Club. 
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ABOUT THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS OF ST. JOSEPH COUNTY 

Since 1974, Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County has enabled and inspired young people, especially 
those who need Clubs most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. 
BGCSJC serves more than 2,600 young people annually at 23 Club sites across St. Joseph County, and has 
established before and after care programs in five school districts, including School City of Mishawaka, 
South Bend Community School Corporation, South Bend Empowerment Zone, John Glenn School 
Corporation, and Career Academy South Bend.  

The mission of Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Joseph County is to inspire and enable all young people, 
especially those who need us most, to realize their full potential as productive, caring, and responsible 
citizens. 

ABOUT CAREER AND SUCCESS ACADEMY 

In the state of Indiana, public charter schools are required to meet state and federal accountability 
requirements (Public Law 221 – Indiana’s A-F model and No Child Left Behind). In addition to the regular 
educational requirements, public charter schools must also meet the requirements set forth in their 
charter. In addition to these requirements, charter schools are subject to a rigorous review at the end of 
each charter term, in order to determine whether or not the school’s charter should be renewed. 

Career Academy is honored to be chartered through Trine University, located at One University Avenue 
in Angola, Indiana. 

Our partnership with Trine University is built on communication, innovation, and routine review and 
collaboration with our first term of our charter was from June 30th, 2015-June 30th 2020. 

All 3 of our schools Career Academy H.S., Career Academy M.S., and Success Academy Primary  

Career Academy South Bend (CASB) is a college and career-focused middle school and high school. CASB 
originally opened our doors in August 2011 with 7th, 8th, and 9th grades. We've grown to accept 
enrollment in grades 6-12 and have opened a second campus to serve grades K-5 at the Success Academy 
South Bend, increasing total student enrollment to over 1400 students from the Michiana area and 
beyond. 



Career and Success Academies are a tuition-free public charter school, Indiana state accredited, following 
all guidelines and requirements for Indiana’s educational curriculum. 

CASB offers students a unique education opportunity using project-based learning, the latest 
technology, and dedicated teachers. Students here receive an engaging, hands-on learning experience, 
focused on STEM curriculum with courses encompassing science, technology, engineering, mathematics 
and more. 

Our teachers are passionate about this creative learning environment and act as facilitators of 
education, devoted to allowing students to grow and learn in the way that is most approachable for the 
individual. A central part of how we do this is building business partnerships, providing job shadowing 
and internships, using competency-based education and outstanding career development 

To learn more about Trine University, visit the official Trine.edu website. To learn more about Indiana 
public charter schools in general, visit the Indiana Charter School Board website 

As a charter school authorizer, Education One, LLC. values accountability coupled with collaboration, in 
order to promote school autonomy and foster a high-quality educational environment for all students. 
Education One supports its schools through various monitoring, oversight, and collaborative 
opportunities. 
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